
 

Threats to Farmers’ means of livelihood in Itagunmodi, Nigeria. 

Itaagunmodi community (Latitudes 7°13’26” and 7°48’28” N and longitudes 3°52’ 0”and 4°47’59” E) is 
known for being the most popular gold mining location in Atakumosa West Local Government Area of 
Osun State, Southwestern Nigeria. The community is located in the rainforest ecology and 
consequently enjoys abundance of rainfall from March to October and dry spells from November to 
February, with a temperature range of 27-320C. The community is inhabited by the Yoruba ethnic 
group that engage primarily in peasant farming of mainly cocoa and plantain.  
 
Though famous for its gold, talcum and topaz mineral deposits, Itagunmodi community suffers from 
constraints caused by underdevelopment and poverty due to the mining activities carried out within 
her boundaries. The artisanal mining activities within this community has led to destruction of farm 
plantations, buildup of gorges in the farmlands and accumulation of stagnant water in dug pits. 
 
Environmental Consequences of Mining Activities in the community.   
 
Massive deforestation often takes place in areas where there is exploitations of minerals. Within tropical 

forest, the practice of open-pit mining has led to removal of indigenous vegetation and cultivated trees 

found within the mapped areas. Unfortunately, the open-pits are not covered after exploitation and have 

become dangerous to farmers in navigating their ways within their farms.  

                

Fig. 1 Pits within a Farm        Fig. 2 Devastated plantain plantation  

 

                    

                                                  Fig. 3 Dug pits left within a cocoa plantation         



                       

         Fig. 4 Dug pit filled with stagnant water                Fig.5 Dangerous open-pits left unattended to   

The processing of the mineral deposits found by the artisanal miners involves washing in streams and 

rivers located around the mining sites.  As a result, the water bodies get contaminated, leading to 

scarcity of water for drinking and domestic uses within the area and consequently poses a great 

challenge to the health of the dwellers of the community. 

        

                 

Fig. 6 Researcher observing artisanal miners at work         Fig. 7 Washing of mineral deposits by miners  

 

                              

Fig. 8 Contaminated water source.  



The research team is working on prioritizing the challenges to the development of this community and 

another community in Oyo State, with a view to providing ways to ameliorate them. 


