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Overview: Meeting Agenda 

Out of Sustainable Futures in Africa’s five country partners, four were able to attend this three day 

meeting hosted at the University of Glasgow. The University of Glasgow was strategically chosen as a 

venue where the successes of the network could be showcased, for stakeholder support to be secured and 

partnership to be strengthened to ensure that the success of the SFA network continues.  

Hub Coordinators and administrators from Scotland, Malawi, Nigeria and Botswana were opportune to 

attend the meeting. Team Uganda was unavoidably absent due to a delay and denial of visas. The meeting 

was presided over by Dr. Mia Perry, the overall Hubs coordinator, and other team members of the 

network based at the University of Glasgow.  

The agenda of the three day meeting is outlined below: 

1. Monday: Successes and Challenges of running the administration/infrastructure of the SFA 

Network Hubs 

2. Monday: Open Panel Presentation at the University of Glasgow 

3. Tuesday: Harmonization of Administrative Structures of the Network 

4. Tuesday: Strategic Needs and Direction for the Network 

 

 

Introduction Meeting; Monday 26th March 2018 
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Successes and Challenges 
Monday 26th March  

 
 

On the Monday morning, for the opening session, the successes and challenges were summarized by the 

country hub coordinators. These are outlined below: 

 

Successes: successfully empowering communities to mobilise in finding solutions to their challenges; 

mobilizing policy makers to engage in community development; learning new methods for ensuring the 

impact of research is successfully recorded; establishing a cordial working relationship between Civil 

Society Organizations and researchers.  

 

Challenges: Amidst the challenges mentioned during the conversations was the delay in going back to 

community as planned, due to unavailability of funds and institutional bottlenecks. 

 

Open Panel Discussion 
Monday 26th March  

 

 
Sustainable Futures in Africa Panel Presentation 26/03/18 

  

An Open Panel Presentation was held from 1pm to 3pm on Monday 26th March, in partnership with 

Glasgow Centre for International Development and Centre for Research & Development in Adult and 

Lifelong Learning (CR&DALL) . This was a sold out event attended by academic staff, students and 

practitioners working across the International Development sector.  

https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/gcid/
http://cradall.org/
http://cradall.org/
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To open the session, Dr. Mia Perry gave a brief overview of the Network’s history and its aim to mitigate 

between science and policy, which has been made realizable using different trajectories of funds accessed 

by the Network. Prof. Dan Haydon, remarked that to get results as the Network was doing, the act of 

“being a novice and a master at the same time to achieve true interdisciplinary research” as practiced by 

the Network is important in any sustainable project. The presentations from the country hub 

coordinators, shared the knowledge and benefits that can be accrued by the interdisciplinary work across 

disciplines, communities, sectors, with the Global North and the Global South in the Network. 

 

Highlights from the meeting were as follows: 

• Development of a transparent and open minded but relevant relationship or partnership with the 

working communities as very crucial to any project. 

• Embracing diversity of disciplines through learning from each other would help to bring together 

the complexity of theory and practice. 

• Challenges encountered in individual research, may or could be resolved through collaboration 

with other disciplines. 

• Expertise should be put ahead in terms of finding solutions rather than experience. 

• Better collaborations among academics, development experts and community must be fostered. 

• Biasness, status and fear of losing own disciplinary expertise hinders collaborations and often 

leads to leadership crisis.  

•  Creating learning opportunities from different countries could be a “drive to a change” within 

the continents. 

•  It is very important to deliver, to do whatever has to be done irrespective of the drawbacks or 

restraints.  
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From your perspective, what was the most impactful or interesting aspect of 

the panel presentation and discussion? 

“Being able to hear first-hand the experiences of partners from across Africa” 

“The emphasis on making a real difference to local people's lives through 

genuine collaborative research.” 

 
What else would you like to know with regard to the work of the Sustainable Futures in 

Africa Network? 

“Newsletters with opportunities, and work-in-progress reports.” 

“I would be keen to know where and how the research or collaborative efforts will 

be stored for the ease of access of others in the network?  What efforts are being 

made to expand the scope of disciplines and partners involved?” 
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Administrative Processes, Best Practices & 

Impact Analysis  
 27th & 28th March 

 

Tuesday 27th March was spent discussing and planning strategic directions for the network’s future 

informed by key support staff at the University of Glasgow and Hub network partners from across the 

Sustainable Futures in Africa network. On Wednesday morning the Research Support Office held an 

Impact Analysis workshop for all SFA partners.  

 

 


